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1. INTRODUCTION
The accident figures for 2001 reveal the continuation
of the positive trend in recent years, at least where acci-
dents, fatalities and seriously injured persons are con-
cerned. Compared to 1980, the number of traffic fatalities
decreased by 56.3 percent to 544 (Table 1). The number
of injuries also decreased by 6.7 percent to 30,160 de-
spite a 46 percent increase in the vehicle fleet (Table 2
and Figure 1). In the same period, the number of acci-
dents increased by 12.1 percent to 75,304.
The gradual increase in road safety in recent years is
attributable to continuous improvements in passive safety
(increase in seatbelt- and helmet-wearing rates, airbags),
road layout (traffic abatement, roundabouts) as well as
to increased enforcement by the police, accident preven-
tion campaigns and additional safety education measures.
2. INJURIES AND FATALITIES PER
KILOMETRES DRIVEN (RATES)
In 2001, 53 persons were injured per 100 million
kilometres driven and 1 person was killed per the same
distance (Table 3). Compared to 1990, the proportion of
injuries over the entire traffic area decreased from 58 to
53 and the proportion of fatalities decreased from 1.9 to
1.0. In 1980, the injury rate was 75 and the fatality rate
was 3.2.
3. TYPOLOGY OF CASUALTIES
Based on police figures for fatalities and serious in-
juries, the following can be stated for the year 2001:
• Groups of persons and road users:
40 percent of fatalities and those seriously injured were
people in cars, 21 percent were motorcycle riders, 15
percent in each case were pedestrians and cyclists, 5
percent were moped riders and 4 percent used another
type of vehicle. Based on all road users, young adults
aged between 16 and 26 were most at risk. Two thirds
of accident victims with serious personal injuries were
men.
Table 1 Accidents, injuries and fatalities 2001 vs.
1980–1990
2001 ∆(1990) ∆(1980)
All accidents 75,304 −5.2% 12.1%
Injuries 30,160 3.1% −6.7%
Fatalities 544 −43.0% −56.3%
Table 2 Trends in population and road use, 1980–2001
Year Population Motor vehicles (million) Travel (total)(million) 2-wheeled Cars Trucks/buses Total (109 veh.km)
1980 6.3 0.1 2.2 0.3 2.7 39.1
1985 6.5 0.2 2.6 0.4 3.2 43.7
1990 6.8 0.3 3.0 0.5 3.8 50.1
1995 7.1 0.4 3.2 0.5 4.1 51.8
2000 7.2 0.5 3.6 0.6 4.6 55.8
2001 7.2 0.5 3.6 0.6 4.6 57.2
Table 3  Injuries and fatalities per 100m kilometres driven, by type of vehicle, 1980–2001
Fatalities
Year Cars GTV* Motorcycles Mopeds Total
1980 1.9 0.5 20.3 5.7 3.2
1985 1.1 0.3 13.0 5.2 2.1
1990 1.1 0.4 13.8 5.9 1.9
1995 0.8 0.4 7.9 7.3 1.3
2000 0.6 0.2 5.3 6.6 1.1
2001 0.5 0.3 5.1 8.3 1.0
Injuries
Year Cars GTV* Motorcycles Mopeds Total
1980 50 19 615 200 75
1985 36 14 542 253 68
1990 35 15 403 287 58
1995 36 12 279 435 56
2000 36 12 258 432 54
2001 36 11 259 433 53
*GTV  Goods Transport Vehicles
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Of the people in cars, those most at risk were adults
aged between 18 and 40, among cyclists children and
young people between the ages of 7 and 18, among mo-
torcycle riders adults aged between 16 and 50, among
pedestrians children aged 4-14 and senior citizens
above the age of 60, among moped riders teenagers be-
tween the ages of 14 and 18.
• Locations and types of accidents:
55 percent of accidents involving serious personal in-
juries happened on urban street networks, 37 percent
on rural roads and 8 percent on motorways. More than
one third of those seriously injured were the victims of
single-vehicle collisions, almost 20 percent were acci-
dents involving turns and 15 percent involved pedes-
trians.
• Faults and influences:
In the case of fatalities, speed and alcohol were the
main causes of accidents with shares of 40 and 30 per-
cent respectively. While “speed” was the predominant
cause, particularly among men up to the age of 35, “al-
cohol” is a cause that is encountered with above-aver-
age frequency among men aged between 18 and 60.
4. GOALS
In autumn 2002, the Swiss Government published a
report concerning the future Road Safety Policy: the goal
for the next couple of years is to reduce the number of
victims to below 300, which corresponds to a maximum
of 40 (2001: 76) traffic fatalities per 1 million inhabit-
ants. This goal should be reached in 2010. In the long
term, Switzerland is aiming for a road traffic system with-
out any fatalities and/or seriously injured persons (Vision
Zero).
Fig. 1 Accidents, injuries and fatalities, 1980–2001
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